
Answers with Explanations for English Test 2014 
 
Dragonfly 

1. B​ Complete. A comma is needed after snake because “curving and bending” is a participial 
phrase, describing the trail, and a dependent clause with no subject; “curving and bending” 
doesn’t need a comma in between. (punctuation) 

2. J ​Complete. This sentence could be written several different ways. “paved it with packed gravel” 
is a dependent clause with no subject. It can’t stand alone without either punctuation or a 
conjunction. (sentence structure, word choice) 

3. D ​Consistent. “they” would be a pronoun referring to the county. But the sentence isn’t talking 
about the county enjoying the trail. So any answer with “they” is incorrect. (parts of speech) 

4. F ​Complete. H is incorrect because the sentence needs some kind of punctuation; “not on a bike . 
. .” is a dependent clause. A “;” doesn’t work because of the same reason, dependent clause. A 
“;” after bike doesn’t work because “but on ‘Luigi’” is a dependent clause. (punctuation, sentence 
structure) 

5. B ​Clear, Complete. We have to know who “Luigi” is in order to understand what she is riding. So 
A and C are incorrect because they have nothing to do with Luigi. (style, word choice) 

6. J ​Concise. Remember concise is always better according to the ACT. G,H, and J could all work 
but ACT wants brevity. F is incorrect because adding nothing in front of “I” makes it a run-on 
sentence. (word choice) 

7. D ​Look at the clue in the question “positive, friendly attitude.” D implies that the author sees the 
wheelchair as more of a pet rather than a machine. A works grammatically. So does C. But they 
don’t give any personal feeling behind them. B is incorrect because a motor doesn’t “travel.” 
(style) 

8. F ​Consistent. Notice the pronoun use throughout the essay. The proceeding and next sentence 
both start with “I.” J makes the sentence incomplete with no subject. (parts of speech) 

9. A ​Concise. C, and D are not necessarily incorrect, just wordy. B makes it so the sentence has no 
subject. (word choice) 

10. H ​Clear, Sounds right. “gently along” is a phrase that shouldn’t have any punctuation in between 
it. A comma after “along” isn’t necessary with the flow of the sentence. “Gentle along” is an 
awkward phrase that isn’t used. (word choice, punctuation, sentence structure) 

11. A ​This one is a tough one. There has been no mention of bikes until now. B and C don’t indicate 
something zooming past. “Days” might streak past but days can’t be “ridden.” (style, organization) 

12. H ​Concise, Clear. F is wrong because there has to be some kind of punctuation. But the comma 
in J makes this a run-on sentence. Remember a comma can’t connect two independent clauses. 
It has to have a conjunction or you have to use a semicolon, colon, or period. G makes sense but 
also makes it wordy. (punctuation, sentence structure) 

13. D ​Concise. B would have been correct if there wasn’t a comma after “looking” because the “and” 
connects the words.  This sentence really doesn’t need punctuation. Keep things simple. 
(punctuation) 

14. G ​Possessive noun so it needs an apostrophe so F is wrong. A noun that doesn’t end in “s” 
needs an ‘s. If a noun ends in “s” you would add an ‘ after the “s.” (usage) 

15. B ​First figure out if the answer is “yes” or “no.” Yes, not only does this essay accomplish that 
goal, but the ​reasons ​behind the No answers are wrong. Remember, everything about the answer 
has to be right in order for it to be right. A is obviously wrong because there is only one mention 
of wildflowers in the whole essay. 

 
Beneath the Streets of New York 



 
16. G ​Complete. In glancing at the answers, you know this question is testing where to put the 

commas. Here’s some strategies: Find the subject. “New York City residents” might seem like the 
subject but it is actually another prepositional phrase because of the “at.”  “thousands“ is the 
subject. At the beginning of the sentence, “at” is a preposition beginning a prepositional phrase, 
which must end with a comma (not a semicolon because it’s not a complete sentence), so 
immediately find any answers that have a comma after “1904.” G and J do but J adds a comma 
after “thousands” which is unnecessary. Commas have to be in pairs to separate a phrase unless 
they are at the beginning or end of a sentence. (punctuation, sentence structure) 

17. C ​“the completion . . . Subway” is an incomplete sentence. A semicolon has to separate complete 
sentences. A colon is used to list something, explain something, or expand on something. B 
sound off although it is punctuated right. (punctuation, word choice) 

18. G ​Complete. Take out the phrase “the first section of” and the sentence becomes incorrect. They 
were not celebrating the completion of the entire New York Subway. F is correct but G is more 
correct. There is no evidence in the passage thus far for H or J. 

19. D ​Concise. “In under a half an hour,” or any re-wording of it, is repetitive. (word choice, 
organization) 

20. F ​The question gives you the clue, referring you to the first part of the sentence that talks about 
“traffic jams.” Only F addresses a solution to that. 

21. B ​Consistent. This one is tricky. What is “that” referring to? The proposals? Even if “that” was 
correct, it is a singular pronoun that is inconsistent with proposals. “Those” might seem correct. 
But the thing that resolved the challenges wasn’t necessarily the proposals but the people 
working on the proposals. (word choice, organization) 

22. J ​Complete. This one is also tricky. This sentence really ​should​ have commas around “William 
Barclay Parsons.” None of the options have commas on both sides of it. So the best option is no 
comma at all. G is incorrect because it would need a dash on the other side, as well. 
(punctuation) 

23. C ​“innovative” is the only adjective in all of the choices. A would only be correct if that whole 
phrase was in quotes. (parts of speech) 

24. F ​Concise. Complete. F is the most concise choices of F, G, and H. J makes the sentence 
somewhat incomplete and we are left unsure what the digging is doing. (organization, style) 

25. C​ No punctuation is needed. B would only be correct if the preposition “with” was beginning a 
prepositional phrase. D is incorrect because a colon is not used after a preposition. 

26. G​ Consistent. Here’s your who/whom question! Remember: “who” is a subject; “whom” is an 
object, like an object of a preposition. Who begins a sentence; “whom” usually ends one. J in 
incorrect because deleting the phrase makes the second part of the sentence a complete 
sentence that cannot be separated by a comma. (usage) 

27. A​ This refers back to the previous sentence. Many weren’t sure about the subway, ​however​ they 
didn’t take long to adapt. None of the other choices convey that contrast. (word choice) 

28. G​ The clue is in the question: “describe the magnitude and expansiveness of the subway.” F is a 
weak attempt. H doesn’t give details about the number of people, only the size. J is completely 
irrelevant.  

29. C​ This question specifically is referring to the tunnel digging technique. Where, in the essay, did it 
talk about that? A and B are too early. D is way out of context.  

 
Diego Rivera: The People’s Painter 
 



30. J ​Consistent. The clue is in the question. The best word choice to correspond with “decline” is 
“revived.” F isn’t incorrect, neither is H. They are just not the BEST word choice. 

31. B ​A, C, and D imply his work catered to the upper class, when in reality it was bringing it “to the 
public.” (word choice, organization) 

32. J​ Clear. Sounds right. F doesn’t sound right so you know it needs to be re-worded. Which one 
re-words it the best? G is worded weird. H would have worked, though a little wordy, if there were 
commas around “for his controversy.” 

33. D ​Concise. “In his art” is redundant to “artistic subject.” The other choices are also wordy. 
34. H​ Consistent. The word “as” is before “expansive” and naturally goes after it, as well. “Than” is 

the correct use here if the word before “expansive” was something like “more.” “then” is 
completely incorrect. ​Then​ tells progression, like what happens next. (word choice) 

35. B ​Consistent. This pronoun is referring to “frescoes,” which is plural. None of the other choices 
are plural pronouns. (usage/parts of speech) 

36. H ​Complete. F and G are incorrect because a period or a semicolon makes that an incomplete 
sentence. A dash cuts the sentence up abruptly. (punctuation) 

37. C ​Consistent. Verb tense is being tested. Look at other verbs in this paragraph: moved, hunched, 
envisioned. “Was” is the only past tense, plus the others are wordy. Concise! (parts of speech)  

38. F ​Concise. You might be tempted to put a comma in between “various” and “prestigious.” That 
would have been fine if there were no other commas inserted. All of the options include extra 
commas.  

39. C ​This information hasn’t been mentioned before, and is not necessary for the sentence to be 
gramatically correct. (To test that, take the phrase out and see if the sentence is still correct.) And 
is anything but ambiguous. Sometimes finding what is ​wrong​ with each of the answers helps you 
find the one that is right.  

40. J​ Two independent clauses can be joined with a comma AND a conjunction. “Since” and “when” 
are conjunctions but they do not convey the right meaning in the organization of the sentence. 
“Thus” is a conjunctive adverb that doesn’t work, either. 

41. B ​Consistent. This question is testing verb tense consistency. “Depicts” would have been the 
most correct choice, if you were to look at other verbs in the paragraph: portrays, shows, 
celebrates. “Depict” is the next best option. 

42. F ​Again, the “no” options to this question are not correct. So, the answer has to be one of the 
“yes” answers. G is completely incorrect, so the answer is F. 

43. B ​Clear. Take out the prepositional phrase “by capturing . . . workers” to see what word best 
leads into “celebrates.” It becomes obvious which word sounds right. (word choice, organization) 

44. J ​F, G, and H all indicate a contradiction. The last sentence adds the to the meaning of the 
paragraph, it doesn’t contrast it. (word choice) 

 
After All These Years 
 

45. A ​Complete. The only other viable option in this sentence would be no punctuation at all. D 
makes the second part an incomplete sentence. “Yet” implies a contrast. (word choice) 

46. J ​Clear. Without punctuation, it is a run-on sentence. You’re not being tested on which one is 
best, just which one is completely incorrect. (punctuation)  

47. C ​Sounds right. A would be correct if there was a comma after “though.” The word “important” 
doesn’t sound right in either answer so B and D are out. (punctuation, word choice.) 

48. F ​The question gives another clue. The “narrator’s positive reaction to speaking with Joan and the 
narrator’s fondness of her friend” are all valuable clues to the answer. Also there is a clue in the 
beginning of the sentence: “though we had rarely spoken to each other.” (style) 



49. B ​Who is a subject. Which refers to anything other than a person. Whose is possessive. 
50. F ​Refer back to the beginning of the sentence. “Through my parents” does not clump her with her 

parents but rather keeps her separate, which means you need a singular pronoun. The only other 
singular pronoun, “he” is completely incorrect. (parts of speech)  

51. B ​Sentence 3 should be before sentence 2 because it explains why she would have been calling 
to see if they could meet up. Remember, you are trying to find the best answer. (organization) 

52. J​ Concise. That phrase is really repeating information already given, so F and H are 
unnecessary. G is unnecessary information.  

53. D​ Verb tense is being tested. “Shoned” is actually not a word. “Shone” and “shined” are the past 
tenses of “shine.”(parts of speech) 

54. H  ​G seems like just as logical of an answer here. This one is a hard one. F is irrelevant. J is 
incorrect because the sentence adds to the story and seems necessary. 

55. A​ Clear. Sounds right. The sentence gives a clue here with “familiar habits.” It seems an awkward 
choice of words to say, “We ​fell upon​ (or ​dropped by​, or ​returned with​) our familiar habits.” 
Sometimes you can insert the answer choices in and the right one will stand out. (word choice) 

56. H ​Clear. This question is testing ​location ​with a list of prepositional phrases. Where they “would 
sit” should start with the most specific detail first and broaden from there. (parts of speech, 
sentence structure) 

57. B ​Consistent. “absorbed,” “engrossed,” “immersed,” and “engaged” are all synonyms for each 
other. “Acquired” means to obtain and doesn’t fit here. (word choice) 

58. H ​Consistent. Again, all of the words are synonyms of each other except for “along.” (parts of 
speech, word choice) 

59. A ​Look at the question for the clue: which one most “effectively summarizes the main idea”? B is 
too specific. C was irrelevant. D, although probably true and fitting the style of the essay, doesn’t 
summarize the overall idea as well as A does. (style, organization) 

60. G ​The logical place for this sentence is as a transition between her childhood memories and their 
lives as adults. This happens after paragraph 2.  

 
Three Stars, Many Stories 
 

61. A ​Concise. Clear. Complete. A is the most concise answer. B and C are actually not 
grammatically correct. B cuts the sentence short and incomplete. C includes an unnecessary 
comma and is wordy. Also, we don’t attach something “because,” we attach something “to.” 
(sentence structure, punctuation) 

62.  ​H ​Either you need to put a period after sets and start a whole new sentence. Or you need a 
conjunction to join them. Without a conjunction, the sentence is a run-on sentence. J doesn’t work 
because you would need a conjunction such as “as” to connect them. (sentence structure, 
punctuation) 

63. A​ remember, commas come in pairs when adding detail with a clause or phrase that isn’t 
necessary for the sentence. Lift out “or constellation” and the sentence still makes sense, which 
means it needs commas around it.  

64. H ​This question requires you to read ahead. You could skip this question and come back to it 
when you are reading that paragraph. Choice H gives the most direct and detailed reference to 
Orion’s story. The other choices are all correct, but which ones gives the “clearest allusion” or hint 
at his story? (style, organization, word choice) 

65. D ​Clear. ​The clue here is in the question: “​visual ​information.” The only answer that creates some 
kind of picture you can envision in your mind is D.  

66. G ​Find synonyms for “viewers.” An overseer is a boss or supervisor. (word choice) 



67. A ​Clear. The most direct connection to a “three-pronged plow” is agricultural. (style, organization, 
word choice) 

68. J ​This answer is concise and fits the style of the author, who up to this point has not been 
personal or casual. F and G are too casual. H is too wordy. Shorter is better on the ACT when all 
answers are equally correct. 

69. A ​This question may seem exactly like the previous one and you might be tempted to answer D. 
However, concise is only better when all answers are equally correct. Using “this” loses the 
important transition that this sentence is actually talking about another example somewhere else 
in Japan. That same reasoning applies to the other answer choices; neither indicate a different 
example. (word choice) 

70. G ​Consistent. Verb tense/form question. Which one sounds right? Sometimes that helps. “Has” is 
the singular form. “Stars” is the subject. “Could of” implies a possibility instead of an absolute 
answer. 

71. D​ Concise. Even in punctuation, you can overdo it. Simplify. Only one comma is needed after the 
prepositional phrase starting with “in the mythology . . .” (punctuation) 

72. J​ H could be correct but is more wordy than J. F and G sound weird and imply the wrong 
meaning. (parts of speech) 

73. C ​Classic ACT question​. You must know the difference between they’re, their, and there. It is 
tested in someway on almost every test. “They’re” is the contraction of “they are.” “their” is the 
possessive of “they.” “there” is a place, like “over there.” (parts of speech) 

74. G ​This sentence needs a semicolon if left as is; two independent clauses joined together. 
Otherwise you need a conjunction like and. H is incorrect because joining the clauses with “with” 
in fine, but you would have to change the verb “span” to “spanning.” J is incorrect because there 
is no pronoun referring back to stars. (punctuation) 

75. D ​The clue is in the question: “free of direct references to a specific cultures view of the three 
stars.” A, B, and C are all still referring to Greek or Western interpretation. 

 
  



Reading Section Answers with Explanations 2014 
 
Passage 1  
Literary Narrative 
“From Aboard the Night Train” 

1. D​ This story is not really about riding a train, moving away from a hometown, or missing the new 
home she has established.  A and B can also be considered incorrect because one can conclude 
from this story that the narrator is not a ​young​ adult. Too much time has past and too many 
changes have happened to assume this has only been a few years. 

2. H ​Find the answers that do recur: dreams, reunion scenes, and train trips are recur. Photographs 
do not. That’s your answer.  

3. B​ Although there is reference to Chicago, there is no definite indication she is from Chicago.  
4. G ​She indicates that things have changed (so H is out), but not necessarily improved (so F is 

out). No mention is made of rebuilding, only reminiscing of what once was. So G is the most 
correct. Find reasons why the answers are wrong in order to find the right one.  

5. B ​This one just requires you to remember details, or at least go back to categorize them. Find the 
answers that fit in the past; cross them out to find the one that fits in the present. 

6. F​ Again, this question requires you to categorize which list the answers options came from. 
7. C ​This requires inference, reading between the lines to see what the narrator really meant. 

Especially tie into the text in that paragraph: “coming back to find his whole world changed,” and 
“at least without a country he left behind” both indicate a symbolic rather than literal explanation. 

8.  ​F​ How can you know this? Use of the words “honey” and “beat your dad in cribbage” give it 
away. A neighbor doesn’t usually call someone “honey.” A sister would not refer to her dad as 
“your dad.” 

9. D ​At the end of line 60, she uses a colon to show emphasis. All of those changes “paled in 
comparison” to that. 

10. H​ This one can trick you! Look at the question: “news reports attributed” his knees buckling to 
what? Many will put G here because it is the right answer according to what the ​narrator​ thought. 
F and J are unsubstantiated. 

11. C​ All of these answers are probably correct in some way. Which one best reflects what the 
question is asking for: an assumption most critical for the reader to agree with? Considering the 
passage is about trying to make this concept provide jobs and reduce/reuse waste, C best 
encompasses ALL of the passages purpose. 

 
 
 
 
 
Passage II 
Social Science 
“Green Music in the Rain Forest” 
 

12. F​ In the context of this paragraph, G and H aren’t applicable. J actually contradicts what the rest 
of the paragraph talks about, which is the movement to using other woods besides quickly 
depleting traditional woods.  

13. C​ A and B imply negative feelings, which does not match the author’s tone. D implies something 
that was never mentioned in the essay, although it could be true.  



14. G​ H could be correct, but G is more correct, and is the purpose of the essay. J has no reference 
anywhere else in the passage. 

15. D​ Remember, these kinds of questions refer to this specific paragraph. Some of the answers may 
be correct for other paragraphs, but not this specific one. The “​main​ function” of this paragraph is 
to show other woods could be used.  

16. H​ This one is tricky. H is actually ​partially​ correct. But nowhere in the passage does it say they 
have become ​extinct​. The other answers were all clearly indicated.  

17. B​ Why is D not correct? Yes they may have political careers ahead of them, but that’s not the 
point. It’s that their political careers will be influenced by their environmental knowledge and 
experience in the forest. A and C might be true about the students, but not the reason they will 
impact the survival of the rain forests. 

18. J ​Easy question because the answer is clearly stated. It’s just a matter of finding it. This is where 
mapping the questions is beneficial because you would have watched for that statistic when you 
read the passage. 

19. A ​Again, an easy question if you mapped the questions as well as watched the​ wording​ in the 
question. B, C, and D were all clearly listed as “traditionally” used woods. A is the ​substitute​.  

20. F ​Another easy question if you mapped the question. The answer is clearly shown, even in italics, 
on lines 65-66. 

Passage III 
Humanities 
“Finding Philosophy” 
 

21. C ​Although all answers are correct in some way, C ​best​ describes his point of view.  
22. J ​Again, it seems all of those answers are correct, at least at some point in his life. Butterflies are 

referred to in line 54, as something that he was interested in before age 10. 
23. A ​B, C, and D are all incomplete and incorrect in some way. Remember, the answer has to be 

entirely correct in order to be correct. 
24. J ​Clues to this are found around line 25. F and G refer to the wrong person. H refers to the wrong 

thought process. 
25. C​ He never negatively refers to those years of fascination with music so any negative reference in 

any answer is incorrect. A and D have no supportive evidence in the passage. 
26. F ​Look carefully at word choices in each answer. “Potent” and “powerful” are both initially right. 

“Delicate and inevitably wasted” and “gentle” are not implied at all. So you’ve narrowed it down to 
F or G. However, the second part of G is completely incorrect. 

27. C ​This is an inference question that takes practice to answer accurately. Anytime a question 
refers to “context” you know that you have to do some reading between the lines and take in the 
passage tone and style as a whole to get the meaning.  

28. J​ You could approach this question one of two ways. You can treat it like a vocabulary test, if you 
know what “rudimentary” means. (Something limited to its basic or simplest form.” However, there 
is also something going on in each one of the answers. F, G, and H are all partially correct. But 
each one has something incorrect in it as well. Pen and paper are not completely obsolete, G is 
an opinion, and H seems dramatic. 

29. A​ All three of the words have to be right in order for the answer to be right. A has the most correct 
words, even though some of the other answers might have one or two correct words.  

30. F ​Don’t let this one trick you. Which one does NOT work? F implies something being rare and 
becoming familiar.  

Passage III 
Natural Science 



“Consider the Eel” 
 

31. B ​Main idea again. All of the answers but one are correct in some way, they are just not the ​main 
idea​. C is incorrect.  

32. H ​J is a plausible answer, but H was more correct because it encompasses the idea that the 
adults have to travel back in order to reproduce.  

33. D ​This paragraph mainly refers to what happens in the river. C is incorrect. Only one line refers to 
determining the age. A is a good candidate but doesn’t really transition to the ocean.  

34. J ​This question is simply finding the answer in the passage in line 13-14. You could have mapped 
this question and answered it easily.  

35. B ​Another easy question because the answer is in the text. It follows the previous question and is 
found in line 14.  

36. G ​This question is relying on some outside knowledge of the Bermuda Triangle. Legends about 
the Bermuda Triangle, in particular, are not necessarily well liked or most admired. There is no 
proof in the passage they are scientifically accepted.  

37. B “​Read” should almost be in quotation marks here. Just as a scientist may “read” the age of a 
tree from its rings, this statement is implying that the age of an eel can be “read” or “seen” by 
looking at the rings on the skull.  

38. F ​The answers in this question all seem plausible because they are referenced somewhere else 
in the passage. The key is to find the specific place where the eels’ pupils are mentioned. That is 
found in line 60. 

39. A ​Again, all of the answers have been mentioned in the text. You must specifically find where it 
mentions osmosis. That is found in line 62. 

40.  F ​Line 82 refers to “such small larvae” as an indication it was newly hatched. This question can 
be answered by finding evidence in the text. 






































